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Powers neutral, than at some future time in less
favourable circumstances.

It seems, therefore, that now as afterwards in
three great crises of European policy Napoleon III.
found himself duped by a more astute politician
than himself; that Palmerston manoeuvred him
into the Russian war of 1854, as Cavour was to
manoeuvre him into the ultimately ruinous Italian
war of 1859, and Bismarck into the fatal neutrality
of 1866 and into the annihilating ambush of 1870.
In return for being made the tool of England's
policy he got the recognition of Queen Victoria for
himself and for the fair adventuress who shared his
throne, as her equals and her friends.

Had Palmerston been Prime Minister, or even
Foreign Minister, his warlike attitude, supported
as it was by the French Government, might have
averted war. But the known peace principles of
Lord Aberdeen and of his chief lieutenant, Glad-
stone, effectually screened the guiding- hand of
the Home Secretary. Similarly, the passionate
desire of the English people to strike down the
destroyer of European liberty was screened behind
their more ostentatious exultation in the triumph
of peace and industry recently signalised by the
Great Exhibition of 1851, the more so because the
Free Trade leaders, Cobden and Bright, now
eloquently advocated the cause of non-interference.

Turkey's declaration of war was followed by
an advance of the English and French fleets to
Constantinople, ordered at the suggestion of
Napoleon III., with Palmerston's full approval.
Russia, in perfect conformity with her rights as